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BACKGROUND: THE 1976
TRIBUNAL ON CRIMES
AGAINST WOMEN

From March 4 to 8, 1976, the first International Tribunal on Crimes against Women was
held at the Brussels Palace of Congress. Over two thousand women from forty countries
participated, sharing personal testimonies that documented numerous instances of
violence against women worldwide. The opening speech was written by Simone de
Beauvoir. Topics addressed included medical and economic crimes, rape, political
prisoners, crimes against lesbians, domestic violence, prostitution, pornography, and
femicide. Many written statements were also submitted by women who could not attend
the tribunalin person:

This tribunalwas'thefirst large-scale gathering on this topic and\was organised by a small
group of feminists, including the renowned feminist writer Diana-Russell, the Belgian
journalist NicoleVan‘de Ven, and the Belgian activist Lilly Boeykens. Inspired by the
International War Crimes Tribunal, a people’s tribunal for crimes committed during the
Vietnam War, this tribtnal aimed to share experiences, empower women, and send a clear

message to governments./Fheitribunal also had a significant'symbolic role in breaking

society’s silence issues related to women. Both the tribunal and the book written about it
had a considerable impact on international legislation and local initiatives, such as shelters
and welfare programs. It laid essential foundations for all feminist movements that have
emerged since. In 2026, the Tribunal marks its 50th anniversary, and we want to
commemorate this milestone. Not only by paying tribute to the historic initiative, but also by
reflecting on the past five decades to assess which essential changes have been

implemented and where the situation of women in the global society remains precarious.

DOWNLOAD ‘Crimes Against Women: Proceedings of the International Tribunal’ (PDF)
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